[Diagnosis of brain death in the newborn and the child].
The purpose of this article was to sum up the problems raised by diagnosis of brain death in the child through a review of the literature. The clinical and paraclinical criteria of the diagnosis are considered in terms of the respective value and complementarity of different examinations. The fact that organ removal has become increasingly frequent in the child requires a rapid and reliable determination of the irreversibility of brain damage. The guidelines set up after conferences in which American authors participated to reach a consensus opinion relate to the child's age, the etiology, of the coma and the results of various paraclinical examinations. The diagnostic value of these examinations is assessed and the limitations of the various approaches are considered, particularly as regards certain etiologies in the newborn. It is suggested that it would be useful to inquire into the different diagnostic means used in France with respect to this difficult problem. Finally, the ethical and moral problems raised by some recent practices such as organ removal in anencephalic patients are discussed.